13th Skate Nationals Chelsea 1969-70
Series Report - Seacraft February 1970

Skates

VICTORIANS IMPROVE
Although NSW’s “Psta” won the fitle, Port
Phillip skippers pressed close, taking places.
BIG ‘eurprise of the Skate pational titles held at Chel-

xeu YC on Pert Phillip Bay wus the excellent
performance of the Viclortans. Their hoats took second,
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Pera, low-flying NSW Skate sqiled by R. Lowodes and
L. Donavar .

third and fourlh position in the gtles. yeveiling con-
siderably improved sailing siace laxt season when their
“best was 13th, '

‘I wenty-cight hoats compeied from three States, W
fhnats which had taken three of the Mt five places |ase
year were sadly lacking. However, B. Howelis from WA
who finished ninth last year decided fo represeal T
State while holideying jn Victorii und was rewirded by
« win in the handicup section.

n heat 1, Peis, R. Lowades, NSV, took ihe fead ut
the start und held his position «s they comgleted the
first triungle. He was followed oy Wozmar {S. Frosh,
Vig). Zephyr (Cr. Eddy, NSW) and Towbada (1. Hughes,
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Vic). No changes in position occurred until the start of
the lust lap when Wogmar dropped hack to seventh.
Peta was first across the line with Zephyr and Tarbada
filling the minor placings. :

Heat 2 was-quite a contest. Tawbads held the early
fead Trom Zeus (K. O'Halloran, Vic) and Pele Peta,
sailing magnificently, snatched lhe lead as they rouaded
for the third time, while Fury S (J. Manfield, Vic)
moved inlo second abead of Zews. Tawbada. which had
dropped hack ta gighth, surprised the Jeaders by sailing
through [ive boats to take third on the line behind
Pet and Lury 8.

Hcat 3 saw the fortunes of many skippers fluctuate
yet again. Early lcader was Tarhadz followed by
Bacardi (P. Peclgrane, NSW) and Fury S, Peta was in
the middle of the fleet. Entering the third lap, Fury 5.
had the Jead from Taubada and Westera Australia while
Repid, sailing his best race, followed up. Pefe improved
her pusition greatly and moved into seventh.: Bucard!
had dropped back to 12¢h. The two leaders held their
positions to the line while Bacardi improved brilliantly
fo take third. '

As they went into the fourlh heal, bittle separaled the
first three boats in Lhe plogressive point score. Taubada
was abewd of Pere followed by Fury S.

At the end of the first lap. Galaxy (K. Taylor, Vic)
held the lead from ZTawbadc wnd Petd while Fury §
filled fourth, Galasy retained her lead while tury S
pained third from Peta which dropped to fifth hehind
Vardel (G. Senior, NSW). At the line, it was Golaxy
followed by Pefe which sailed very fast o gain sccond.
Toubada sailed her worst race, finishing fourth behind
Frry 8. : 2

At the starl of ‘the fifth heal. Peta had tu gain at
Jeast second position to he sure of the title, I Fury S
conld nolch het second win and Peza luke only third,
points would have been level

It was Pete’s day howcyer. The Jight, five knot sow’
easter was mude lo order and she fed from the start 1o
finish, thus clinching the tifle. Bacardi pul in hey best
performance to gain sccond from Tauhada, while Fury
5 was sixth, losing second position in the final points
score,

 Petw, with three firsts and a second {after dropping 2
1(th), comfortably won the series from the consistent
Taubnda’s sccond, three thirds and a fourth.

A special entry in the serics was Jo, an expetimental
hoat built to extreme tolerances and sailed by Doug
Jeffkins, national champ in 1968. Plucings would have
given her sixth in the final list had her store been
counted, ' 3
. Final plucings were!

Peta (R Lowndes, NSW), 6321; Taubadu (. Hughes,
Vic), 5853; Fuwry § (J. Munfield, Vic), 5790; Galaxy
(K. Taylor, Vic), $3§4; Bacardi (P: Peelgrane, NSW),
5350; Deb (R. Naughlon, NSW), 4941.

~ MATLCOLM ALEXANDER
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